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While terrorist attacks occurring in the 
United States that resulted in the murder or 
nonfatal victimization of a person would 
be measured in the UCR, SHR, NIBRS, and 
NCVS, none of the national data collec-
tion efforts identifies an offender as a ter-
rorist. That means it is virtually impossible 
to identify whether the victimization or 
death resulted from a terrorist attack. One 
exception exists. In 2001, the year of the 
September 11 terrorist attacks in Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, and New York, the FBI 
released a special table in the UCR (i.e., spe-
cial report, Section V) that reflects murder 
and nonnegligent homicides that occurred 
as a result of 9/11.76 Those terrorism-related 
murders were not reflected in the standard 
annual tables. By producing two tables for 
this year, it was possible to compare murder 
trends over time with and without the pres-
ence of terrorist attacks.

MEASURING WHITE-COLLAR CRIME
Data specific to corporate and occupational crime are rare. The lack of reliable data 

sources for white-collar crime has resulted in creative research approaches. Most scholars use 
field research to examine corporate regulatory violations, crime by pharmacists, and infor-
mation on public attitudes.77 Case studies of white-collar crime also have remained popular. 
The Wheeler, Weisburd, Bode, and Waring data set, established in 1982, has been used by 
numerous scholars to examine sentencing and characteristics of white-collar criminal offend-
ers. Wheeler and colleagues collected data on embezzlement, income tax fraud, postal fraud, 
credit fraud, false claims and statements, and bribery from seven federal district courts from 
1976 to 1978. Other researchers have relied on secondary data from official agencies such as 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to 
explore corporate, individual, and environmental crime.

Another source for white-collar crime is the FBI’s UCR SRS. Unfortunately, as noted 
above, the SRS offers little more than counts by types of crime, and it will be retired in 2021. 
White-collar crimes reported in the UCR SRS are fraud, forgery or counterfeiting, embezzle-
ment, and all other offenses. NIBRS includes a wider variety of white-collar criminal behav-
iors, though each individual crime is placed in the general offense categories for fraud, bad 
checks, counterfeiting or forgery, embezzlement, and all other offenses. Fraud, for example, 
would include crimes such as academic crime, false advertising, insider trading, and Ponzi 
schemes, to name a few. White-collar crimes often fail to come to the attention of the FBI 
because in many cases regulatory agencies and professional groups investigate corporate and 
professional crimes without including the police. While the UCR can offer some informa-
tion about white-collar crime, not all agree that it is an ideal source. Criminology researcher 
Darrell Steffensmeier long ago noted that the UCR offense categories are not appropriate 
indicators of white-collar crime.78

The National White Collar Crime Center (NW3C) has established a research consortium 
(the White Collar Crime Research Consortium [WCCRC]) to assist scholars in the develop-
ment of white-collar crime databases. The consortium also provides support and training to 
law enforcement involved in the prevention, investigation, and prosecution of white-collar 
crimes. The NW3C works with researchers on empirical studies to promote “awareness, pre-
vention and control of economic crime.”79 In 1999, NW3C conducted the first national sur-
vey to measure public perceptions of white-collar crime, including victimization, reporting 

Which of these are deemed a terrorist? According to the FBI, all of them are. Is 

there a “way” terrorists look? How might thinking there is a “terrorist look” put 

our country at risk?
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